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Namibia 2019 – Photographic Safari - Part 2  

“The Untamed North” 18th – 29th June 2019 
 

Swakopmund - Spitzkoppe - Twyfelfontein - Sesfontein - Etosha - Okonjima Nature Reserve - Central Namibia 

14 Days / 13 Nights 

 

PART II 

“The Untamed North” – Central and North Western Namibia 

 

The “Untamed North” itinerary has been created as a follow-on to the Part 1 “Serene South” safari. Namibia is not 
a place to be rushed so I have created two very unique itineraries with much to offer. On this northern safari we 

will experience and capture vast, wild and untamed beauty of the rugged and somewhat more vegetated 

landscapes that are home to countless wild and indigenous tribespeople. Feel the heartbeat of Africa as we journey 

through some of the wildest and most rugged Namibian landscapes, very different in contrast to the south. Along 
the way we will encounter exotic wildlife, hang out with many different cultural races and learn the value of ‘tribe’. 

Bask in the luxury of Namibian hospitality and whether you are a photographer or not, this trip will captivate your 

soul. 

 

 
 

The itinerary has been designed to offer the finest in photographic opportunities but even without a camera, this 

trip will blow your mind. Feel free to bring a partner or friend even if they aren’t a photographer…yet. 
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Highlights: 

1. Arrive and unwind at the lively coast town of Swakopmund where many fun activities await you 

2. Witness the endless change of landscape as we venture through some of the remotest parts of the country 

3. Enjoy many cultural encounters with a diverse range of different races and tribes including the Himbas, the 

San, the Herero, Damara and Nama just to name a few. Many smiles and great portraits await you. 

4. See some of Africa’s best rock carvings and hear myths and legends at a UNESCO world heritage site 

5. If you are coming to Africa to experience wildlife then you are in for a treat. 

6. Gaze into the bright Namibian night sky with a view that is out of this world. 

7. Relax in style and comfort at the many unique accommodation destinations on our travels 

8. Experience one of the last remaining tribal cultures that still exists as they have since the 16th century. 

9. Whether you have a camera or not, sit back and relax and enjoy an experience of a lifetime 

 

There will be opportunities for landscape, sunset, astro, skyscape, wildlife, street, cultural, portrait and 

archaeological photography. Optional flight excursions will also be available for aerial in Swakopmund. 
 

Matt is an experienced photographic guide and has been running successful tours throughout southern Africa for 

over a decade. Group sizes are kept very small compared to other similar tours to ensure the highest quality 

experience. We will also have a local guide to deliver you the most entertaining and informative safari you could 
hope for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to view your Digital Itinerary 
(additional info about accommodations and activities) 

 

 

  

https://wetu.com/Itinerary/Landing/610D3377-0019-4E10-9D18-8E4C23788DF8
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Day 1-2:  Swakopmund   
 

 

Founded in 1892 as the main harbour for German South West Africa, Swakopmund is often described as being more 

German than Germany. Now a seaside resort, Swakopmund is the capital of the Skeleton Coast tourism area and has 

plenty to keep visitors happy. The quirky mix of German and Namibian influences, colonial-era buildings and the cool 

sea breeze make it very popular. While Windhoek is the official capital of the country, Swakopmund is the 

entertainment capital. Our journey starts and ends here and there’s a whole range of activities available for you to 

choose from.  

 

It is recommended that you fly into Walvis Way Airport which is a short distance from 

Swakopmund. You may choose to fly into Windhoek but the shuttle service takes 4-5hours (450km). 

 

Overnight: Namib Guesthouse   
Namib Guesthouse offers stylish and tranquil accommodation in Namibia's premiere holiday destination, 

Swakopmund. All the creature comforts of modern living, spacious and sunny rooms, scrumptious breakfasts, and 

warm hospitality are on offer. Each of the rooms are elegantly furnished; Flat-screen Television with DSTV channels, 

Tea / Coffee station, Wifi and a hairdryer making it the perfect place to unwind and ease into African comfort. 

 
 

 

Basis 
Bed & Breakfast 
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Swakopmund  
 
 
Options for Activities while in Swakopmund: 
 
You may wish to just relax and wander around the streets and waterfront but here’s a few popular activities that 
might interest you. 
 
 

1. Scenic Flight – “Sossusvlei Scenic”, from $450pp, min. 4 passengers* 
A good alternative to the hot-air ballooning. Popular 2-hour scenic flight over the magnificent dunes of Sossusvlei and 
shipwrecks along the “Forbidden Coast”.  
 

2. Living Desert Adventure approx. $80pp 
An exciting educational tour that explores the local dunes between Swakopmund and Walvis Bay, and the abundance 
of life therein. In what seems like a desolate landscape of sand, we search for Peringuey’s adder, Fitzsimmon’s 
Burrowing Skink, Namib Web-footed Gecko, Namaqua Chameleon, Gray’s Lark and a plethora of other small desert 
adapted species. This tour is highly recommended and presents many interesting photo opportunities but is awesome 
even without a camera. 
 

3. Township Tour of Mondesa, approx. $60pp 
A shuttle bus will take you to Mondesa where you will be taken on a walking tour and experience township life. There 
you can try traditional African cuisine, visit local food markets, shebeens (traditional African bar) and a witch doctor.  
 
* Please note all prices above are approximate and should be used as a guide. Prices might fluctuate with exchange 
rates  
 
For the adventurous traveler, Swakopmund also has a wider range of activities that include things like skydiving, 
sandboarding and quad biking. 
 
 
Photography opportunities include: 
Streetscape 
Architecture 
Dunescapes 
Portraits 
Coastal landscapes 
Marine life 
Macro wildlife 
Aerial 
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Day 3-4:  Spitzkoppe   
 

 

They may not be Namibia's highest mountains but these giant granite domes with their amazing rock formations are 

stunning particularly in the late afternoon light. You’ll often see paintings of Spitzkoppe in hotels and homes. 

Included Activity: 

Visit to Omandumba – afternoon with the San People (formerly known as the Bushmen). Very entertaining and great 

for tribal portraits.  

 

Overnight: Spitzkoppen Lodge   

Spitzkoppe Lodge offers travellers the opportunity to visit the spectacular Spitzkoppe Mountains. Located between 

Usakos and Swakopmund, the Spitzkoppe Mountains are sometimes referred to as the “Matterhorn of Namibia”. This 

new lodge will offer walkers, stargazers and geologists access to this remote and less often visited part of Namibia. It 

will is made up of 15 en-suite chalets, each with stunning views over the surrounding gravel plains, the inselbergs of 

the Spitzkoppe and the Brandberg (Namibia’s highest mountain) in the distance. The main areas include a lounge, 

indoor and outdoor dining areas, a pool, sundowner deck and bar, from which they say makes the most of the stunning 

views.  

 
 

Basis 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Photography opportunities include: 
Landscapes 
Geological 
Cultural portraits 
Astro 
Architectural 
Archaeological 
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We will maximise our time in Swakopmund and enjoy some of the activities and then arrive in the late afternoon for 

the perfect light on the mountains. The following morning we will visit “The Gate” at Arch Rock for some more 

excellent photo opportunities. Lunch will be back at the lodge. We can relax before setting out to nearby Omandumba 

for an amazing time hanging out, and photographing the San People in the afternoon light. We will then return to 

Spitzkoppe after sunset.  

The “Untamed North” safari also includes a San People visit which is not the same as this one. The landscapes and the 

experience are different and quite unique from each other. Both are fantastic. 
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Day 5:  Twyfelfontein Country Lodge, Twyfelfontein   
 

 
 

Along the road to Twyfelfontein (Twy-fel-fon-tane) we will break up our drive at Ugab and photograph some 

local Herero woman in their very colourful and very interesting dresses and headwear.  

Activities 

Twyfelfontein archaeological site 

 

Twyfelfontein 

Twyfelfontein, which means “doubtful fountain” is a site of ancient rock engravings in the Kunene Region of north-

western Namibia. The UNESCO World Heritage site contains many rock carvings that tell stories of Namibia’s ancient 

tribal history and mythology. The afternoon light is stunning against this decorated escarpment. 

 
 

Overnight: Twyfelfontein Country Lodge 

The Lodge is situated in the heart of the Twyfelfontein Uibasen Conservancy and boast 56 en-suite twin rooms, 

reception, lounge, curio shop, open dining room, bar and swimming pool. In construction utmost care was taken to 

reduce the visual impact on the environment and to blend into the mountainside with the use of thatch roofs, natural 

stone and paint colors toning in with the surrounding rock formations. 
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Basis 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Photography opportunities include: 
Landscapes 
Historical and archaeological ‘ 
Cultural portrait 
 

Day 6-7:  Sesfontein   
 

 

Sesfontein, meaning ‘six fountains’, is home to six natural springs creating a lush oasis rising up from a barren 

landscape. Set in the Hoanib Valley and surrounded by mountains, Sesfontein is a harshly beautiful town dotted with 

iconic African acacia and green leafy mopane trees interspersed with spiky-leafed fan palms. The town serves as a 

good base from which to launch an exploration of the surrounding Kaokoveld. An old fort, constructed at the end of 

the 19th century, has been refurbished and converted into a comfortable lodge rich with atmosphere, and makes a 

great base to explore the southern reaches of the Kaokoveld. Here we will visit a local Himba village to learn about 

local customs and traditions and observe how these communities live in peaceful coexistence with wildlife and the 

natural surrounds. The semi-nomadic Himbas are one of the last remaining indigenous tribes that live traditionally as 

they have done so since the 16th century.  

 

Activities 

Damara Living Museum 

Himba Village 

Photography opportunities include: 
Landscapes 
Cultural portraits 
Rural lifestyle 
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Overnight: Khowarib Lodge and Safaris   

Khowarib Lodge nestles on the banks of the Hoanib river in the Khowarib Gorge in north west Namibia. 14 canvas 

chalets project out from the river bank on stilts over the river bed providing unrivalled, shady views of the cliffs 

opposite. On the fringe of Kaokoland, the lodge offers a perfect jumping off point to explore the remote north west of 

the country. The immediate surrounding area of Damaraland has many rich and interesting activities including desert 

adapted elephant and Himba settlements within easy reach. Khowarib Lodge prides itself on the service provided by 

the local Damaran people.  

 
 

We will visit a Himba village in the morning and then later in the day there is an optional game drive into Hoanib River 

or Rhino tracking. 

Basis 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

Photography opportunities include: 
Landscape 
Wildlife 
Cultural portraits 
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Day 8:  Etosha West   
 

 

The area and vegetation is very different to the south-eastern and eastern part of Etosha (Namibia’s biggest game 

park) and the Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra (which looks distinctively different to the common Burchell’s Zebra), can 

be found here. In this area and with a more undulating landscape, it makes for a very different wildlife experience. 

White dust and clay which makes up the Etosha Pan turns to a reddish brown soil during this time which may lead you 

to believe you have entered an entirely new park when you visit.  

As we make our way to Hobatere in the Etosha region we will drive through the Grootberg (Great mountain) pass 

which forms part of the Etendeka mountain range. Grootberg is a table top mountain, over 1500m above sea level. 

 

Overnight: Hobatere Lodge   

The name Hobatere means “Find me”, and once you do, you will enjoy a warm welcome and personalized service. 

Hobatere Lodge is located 80 km north of Kamanjab on the western border of the Etosha National park, situated in a 

concession area of 32 000 ha, which is home to a wide selection of game including Lion, Leopard, Oryx, Eland, Cheetah, 

Giraffe, Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra and Elephant. Our activities centre around day or night game drives, bird 

watching and guided walks, affording guests ample opportunity to view the abundance of wildlife and endemic species 

in the area. We also have a hide overlooking a nearby waterhole and a sundeck with panoramic views, which is floodlit 

for part of the night. 

 
 

Basis 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

Photography opportunities include: 
Wildlife (including inside a hide at a waterhole) 
Landscapes 
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Day 9-10:  Taleni Etosha Village, Etosha South   
 

 

Located just south of the boundary of Etosha National Park in northwestern Namibia, Etosha South makes up the 

southern region of this wild paradise. Ogava Private Game Reserve shares the southern boundary with Etosha National 

Park and offers an array of luxury lodges overlooking picturesque landscapes dotted with abundant wildlife. The 

national park can be accessed via the southern entrance at Andersson’s Gate. Visitors can catch a glimpse of a variety 

of wildlife including: lion, giraffe, elephant, white and black rhino, and a multitude of plains game. Popular activities 

include: game drives, tracking rhinos on foot, guided nature walks, or watch the sunset over this magnificent 

landscape. 

 

Overnight: Taleni Etosha Village   
Bush luxury at Etosha National Park near Okaukuejo Situated only 2km from the Andersson entrance gate to Etosha 

National Park, Etosha Village combines comfort, style and exquisite cuisine. 40 Luxury individual canvas suites are 

constructed on wooden decks and offer a fully air-conditioned bedroom with an unique semi-open en-suite bathroom. 

Facilities include an unique open-plan bar with big screen television, 2 sparkling pools, a restaurant with delectable 

cuisine as well as a fully stocked utility and curio shop.  

 
 

Basis 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

Photography opportunities include: 
Wildlife!!! 
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Day 11-12:  Okonjima Plains Camp, Okonjima Nature Reserve   
 

 

Halfway between Windhoek and Etosha lies the well-known Okonjima Nature Reserve. The 22 000 ha Nature Reserve 

is surrounded by 96 km of fence and was finally completed in 2010. Okonjima is home to AFRICAT, a Carnivore 

Conservation, which gives the captive carnivores a second chance to be released back into the wild and to take the 

time it needs, to become a completely independent hunter - in a protected area right in the middle of commercial 

farmland! Also in the Reserve is a 2000 ha 'safe' zone around Plains Camp where we will be staying.  

 

Activities 
Okonjima - Leopard Viewing 

Okonjima - Large Carnivore tracking on foot 

Photography opportunities include: 
Big cats 

 

Okonjima - Leopard Viewing  

People travel continents and countries with the hopes of sighting the elusive leopard in its natural habitat. Leopards 

are the most adaptable of all the wild cats. These solitary, intelligent predators cover large distances across open 

plains, mountainous terrain and acacia thickets, which is why sightings are never guaranteed but very possible. 
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Okonjima - Large Carnivore tracking on foot  

Leopard tracking, on-foot safari, alongside guides in search of AfriCat’s rehabilitated carnivores within our 22 000ha 

private nature reserve. 

 

 

Overnight: Okonjima Plains Camp   

Not only is Okonjima a luxury lodge, but it is also home to The AfriCat Foundation, a non-profit organisation, committed 

to long-term conservation of Namibia's large carnivores, especially cheetahs and leopards. A visit to Okonjima will give 

you an opportunity to witness some of AfriCat's work. The NEW, Plains Camp design honours the Okonjima cattle-

farming history. In the early 1920’s, Okonjima became a cattle farm and was bought by Val (VJ) & Rose Hanssen in 

1970. They were well-established Brahman breeders and continued to farm cattle until the need for solutions to 

increasing livestock losses became pertinent and post-independence interest in Namibia as a tourist destination, 

escalated. In 1993, the herds of Brahman and Jersey cattle were sold, changing the face of Okonjima as well as that of 

Carnivore Conservation! The OKONJIMA activities include tracking rehabilitated carnivores on foot; visiting the AfriCat 

Carnivore Care & Information Centre; tracking leopards from a game–viewing vehicle. OKONJIMA also offers a guided 

Bushman Trail. Birding and Game drives are offered on request. 

 
 

Basis 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

 

Day 13:  Central Namibia   
 

 

The central Namibian highlands are much cooler and less harsh than the arid lowlands that make up the majority of 

the country. This is great cattle ranching country and most tourism facilities have their origins in cattle and more 

recently game ranching. 
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Overnight: Duesternbrook Safari Guest Farm   

Dusternbrook is a great place to end our amazing journey. It’s a short drive to Windhoek international airport and is a 

fascinating place to stay. The different rooms are located in separate guesthouses. All rooms are individually furnished, 

partly with antique elements, so each room has its own charm and style. The family atmosphere will make you feel at 

home and like part of this wildlife oasis in Namibia. Whilst here you will have use of our large pool and access to our 

interesting wildlife info centre. Dusternbrook is home to exotic wildlife like cheetah, leopard, rhino and there’s even 

hippo.  

 

 
 

Basis 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

Photographic opportunities include: 
Wildlife 

 

 

 

 

Day 14:  End of Itinerary   
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Overview and Pricing 
 

 

Key 

B&B: Bed and Breakfast 

D, B&B: Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

 

Net rate per person sharing for individual guided photographic tour:  

 

With 6 participants:    AUD $9995   

Single room supplement:  AUD $950   

* book both 2019 North and South safaris and receive $500 discount off the total price 

 

INCLUDED: 

• Accommodation, Activities, Entrance Fees and Meals as per itinerary below   

• Tourism Levy 

• Aircon’d Vehicle: everyone will have a window seat  

• Qualified local Tour-Guide (an awesome one) 

• Bottled water on the transfers   

• Emergency evacuation insurance 
 

EXCLUDED: 

• International flights, domestic flights or any excess baggage 

• Optional activities as outlined itinerary 

• Personal expenses, phone calls, laundry, tips    

• Visa (if needed) 
 

 

Accommodation Destination Basis Duration 

Namib Guesthouse Swakopmund B&B 2 Nights 

Spitzkoppen Lodge Spitzkoppe D, B&B 2 Nights 

Twyfelfontein Country Lodge Twyfelfontein D, B&B 1 Night 

Khowarib Lodge and Safaris Sesfontein D, B&B 2 Nights 

Hobatere Lodge Etosha West D, B&B 1 Night 

Taleni Etosha Village Etosha South D, B&B 2 Nights 

Okonjima Plains Camp Okonjima Nature Reserve D, B&B 2 Nights 

Duesternbrook Safari Guest Farm Central Namibia D, B&B 1 Night 

https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_37926
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_101058
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_1563
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_10417
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_10516
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_8727
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