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Namibia 2019 – Photographic Safari - Part 1  

“The Serene South” - 3rd – 15th June 2019 
 

Windhoek region - Kalahari Namibia - Aus - Tiras Mountains - Sossusvlei - Solitaire - Swakopmund 

13 Days / 12 Nights 

 

 

PART I 

“The Serene South” - Central Namibia and the Namib Desert 

 

The “Serene South” itinerary has been carefully shaped over many years of experience and is set to be the best 
Southern Namibian experience anyone could wish for. Namibia is well-renowned for its towering orange sand 

dunes, diverse landscapes, exotic wildlife and hospitable people. Whether you are a photographer or not, this trip 

is going to be an absolute treat. With a balance of relaxation, adventure and activities, this is a personal favourite 

of Matt’s that keeps him coming back year after year. 
 

 
 

 

The itinerary has been designed to offer the finest in photographic opportunities but even without a camera, this 
trip will blow your mind. Feel free to bring a partner or friend even if they aren’t a photographer…yet. 
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Highlights: 

1. Immerse yourself in the breath-taking desert landscapes and endless sunsets 

2. Feel the warm sand beneath your toes in the world’s largest  sand dunes 

3. Wander through the artist’s wonderland of Deadvlei – 900 year old trees preserved by the dry desert climate 

4. Venture through the red sands of the Kalahari Desert with the option to share an intimate cultural experience 

with the San People (think: “God’s must be crazy” movie) 

5. Get up close and personal with exotic wildlife including big cats 

6. Explore your way through the historic abandoned town of Kolmanskop – a photographer’s playground 

7. Lose yourself in the star-spangled wonder of the bright African desert sky 

8. See the famous feral Garub desert horses running free and wild against a picturesque mountain backdrop 

9. Experience coastal lifestyle in the town of Swakopmund, Namibia’s home of fine food, activities and adventure 

10. Unwind in the luxury of hand-picked accommodations and feel the charm of real African hospitality 

 
There will be opportunities for landscape, sunset, astro, skyscape, macro, wildlife, street, portrait, abstract, artistic 

and architectural photography. Optional plane and hot air ballooning excursions will also be available for aerial. 

 

Matt is an experienced photographic guide and has been running successful tours throughout southern Africa for 
over a decade. Group sizes are kept very small compared to other similar tours to ensure the highest quality 

experience. We will also have a local guide to deliver you the most entertaining and informative safari you could 

hope for. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Click here to view your Digital Itinerary 
(additional info about accommodations and activities) 

  

https://wetu.com/Itinerary/Landing/2A271407-9CF9-487E-98E7-A967CB4750FA
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Day 1:  Arrival at Windhoek Airport  
 

 

 

Overnight: Etango Ranch Guestfarm  - Windhoek region 
"Etango Ranch Guest Farm is situated just 5 minutes’ drive from Windhoek International Airport, making it our ideal 

start and finish point. Close to the airport, the Etango working cattle Ranch is not disturbed by airport noise and 

remains a tranquil rural base. It is run by two generations of the Grellmann family, with the help of trained, friendly 

and competent staff. With more than 30 years combined experience in tourism, the Grellmann family members are 

proud of their dedicated and personal service to their guests and they are delighted to provide masses of information 

on where to go, what to do - and not to do - in Namibia and its diverse population - in fact anything to make their 

Guests’ visit more relaxed and enjoyable." 

 
 

Basis 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

 

 

Day 2-3:  Lapa Lange Game Lodge, Kalahari Namibia   
 

 

The Kalahari is an exceptionally beautiful living desert a large semi-arid sandy savannah draped over a gently rolling 

inland sea of sand covering most of Botswana and large parts of Namibia and South Africa. It is also the last bastion of 

the San people with the modern world having enveloped all the other areas they once roamed. Here in Namibia it is 

typically red sands covered in thin, wispy, mostly golden grass and dotted with acacia trees and wide ranging wildlife 

including oryx, impala, jackals and cheetah. 
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Quiver Tree Forest 

As we make our way south to Lapa Lapa Game Lodge we will take is easy and make the most of the landscape along 

the way. We will stop at the Quivertree forest which is a unique natural garden of Quivertrees, a tall variety of the 

Aloe plant. These make for some nice creative photos as well a pleasant place to just wander through. We will try to 

set off early and make the most of the nice morning light on the trees. 

On the way to Lapa Lange we will be able to photograph some fascinating Kalahari landscapes and dunes. At Lapa 
Lange we are able to take close up photographs of cheetahs and other antelope and few white rhino. A sunset dune 
drive over the red Kalahari sands will be a great way to finish up our day. 

 

 

Photography opportunities include: 
Landscape 
Botany 
Geological 
 

 

Included Activities (private game drive vehicle):  
Cheetah Encounter 
Game Drives 
 
Photography opportunities include: 
Landscape 
Wildlife 
 

 

Cheetah Encounter 

One of the few places that you are able to  have a close encounter with cheetahs , as well as photograph them. 

Game Drives  

Discover different wildlife species on our game drive  and the wide open spaces of the Lapa Lange surrounding. 
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Overnight: Lapa Lange Game Lodge   

Luxury game lodge in the region, perfectly situated a days’ drive from Windhoek(300km), making it an ideal first stop 

on our trip. Lapa Lange Game Lodge is a veritable Oasis on the edge of the Kalahari, built with natural thatch and poles, 

together with landscaped rolling lawns and waterholes, creating a warm African welcoming atmosphere. The 

magnificent main buildings house the reception, curio shop, restaurants, bars and lounges all overlooking the rooms, 

swimming pool and a floodlit waterhole (great for night viewing) that hosts over 30 species of game. The floodlit 

waterhole, game drives and walking trails provide fantastic access to these rare species. 

At Lapa Lange we also have the option to visit a village of the traditional San People (formerly known as the Bushmen), 

made famous by the movie, “The Gods must be crazy”.  

 

 
 

Basis 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 
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Day 4-5:  Klein-Aus Vista Desert Horse Inn Gondwana Collection Namibia, Aus 

  
 

 

This region is typified by the Succulent Karoo, a desert eco-region of Namibia and South Africa. The distinctive climatic 

characteristics of the Succulent Karoo make it different from all other deserts in the world. Rainfall is reliable and 

predictable, falling mostly in winter, and prolonged droughts are rare.  

 

Included Activities: 
Garub Desert Horses 
Kolmanskop – abandoned diamond mining town 
 

Photography opportunities include: 
Landscape 
Wildlife 
Astro 
Architectural 
 

 

Garub Desert Horses 

Garub Desert Horses are found on the very barren eastern fringe of the Namib Desert and have adapted to the harsh 

conditions and the arid land which now fulfills all their needs. Research has determined that the horses are a 

harmonious part of the desert ecosystem and have found their home at Garub. Watch as they roam freely and 

untamed through the wild desert landscape.  
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Kolmanskop 

Amongst the sands of the Namib, the crumbling buildings of a small, once-luxurious town emerge from the drifting 

dunes. This ghost town is Kolmanskop, a reminder of the wealth of a time when diamonds could be picked by hand 

from the desert, and a remarkable photographic opportunity with few equals anywhere on earth. 

 

 

 

Overnight: Klein-Aus Vista Desert Horse Inn  

Klein-Aus Vista is located at the border to the "Sperrgebiet” (diamond restricted area) west of Aus and is the home to 

stunning desert landscapes and granite formations. From this point at 1500 m above sea level the Namib drops over 

the next 120 km to sea level at Lüderitz. The main building of Klein-Aus Vista offers a lounge, restaurant and charming 

guest rooms. In addition there are some bungalows, which are constructed in art nouveau. The habitat of the 

legendary wild horses of Garub is only a few kilometres away. The scenic drives on the farm, especially at sunset, are 

optional  and highly recommended. Klein-Aus Vista is the ideal starting point for a day visit to Lüderitz and the Ghost 

Town of Kolmanskop. 

 
 

Basis 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 
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Day 6-7:  Kanaan Na'an ku se Desert Retreat, Tiras Mountains   
 

 

Situated in southwestern Namibia at the edge of the world-renowned Namib Desert, the Tiras Mountains provide the 

perfect backdrop for visitors who venture to this red granite wonderland and immerse themselves in the natural 

beauty of this region.  

 

Included Activities: 
Sunrise Dune Drive 
Cheetah Feeding Tour 
 
Photography opportunities include: 
Landscape 
Wildlife 
Astro 

 

Overnight: Kanaan Na'an ku se Desert Retreat   

This enchanting reserve borders the Namib Naukluft Park with its breath taking photogenic dune belt to the west and 

the Tiras Mountains to the east. Kanaan N/a’an ku sê Desert Retreat is situated on 45 000 ha of unspoilt nature. 

Contrasting landscapes are never-ending, with rippled sand dunes glowing in the magical light of sunrise and sunset. 

Here we stay in the very exclusive en-suite Luxury Canvas Tents build on wooden decks overlooking a most striking 

and contrasting landscape. Enjoy gourmet meals and refreshing drinks in the new set dinning area and day-dream in 

the shade of the veranda overlooking the picturesque valley below. Kanaan is ideal for wildlife enthusiasts, 

photographers, geologists, hikers or for those looking to get away from it all. In the dedicated hands of the N/a’an ku 

sê team, the Kanaan N/a’an ku sê Desert Retreat focuses on the rehabilitation of the land to serve a purpose other 

than being a photographer’s paradise - conservation and protection of the wildlife and environment.  

 
 

Basis 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 
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Day 8-9:  Sossus Dune Lodge, Sossusvlei   
 

 

Sossusvlei is where you will find the iconic red sand dunes of the Namib. The clear blue skies contrast with the giant 

red sand dunes to make this one of the natural wonders of Africa and a photographers heaven. Aside from the 

attractions at Sossusvlei - Dune 45, Hiddenvlei, Big Daddy and Deadvlei - other attractions in the area include the 

Sesriem Canyon and Namib-Naukluft National Park, where the mountains of the Namib meet its plains. 

 

Included Activities: 
Sossusvlei - The Vlei 
Dead Vlei 
 
Photography opportunities include: 
Dunescapes 
Landscapes 
Wildlife (possibility) 
 

 

Sossusvlei - The Vlei 

This is the vlei itself where, for now, the waters of the Tsauchab River disappear into the red sands of the Namib. 
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Dead Vlei 

This ancient clay pan was once an oasis, studded with acacias and fed by a river that suddenly changed course, leaving 

the earth to dry up along with the trees it previously supported. So dry were the climatic conditions that the trees 

never decomposed – instead they were entirely leached of moisture so that today, 900 years later, they remain as 

desiccated, blackened sentinels dotting the pan’s cracked surface. Surrounded by the red-pink dunes of the Namibia 

Desert, they create a surreal spectacle that is a photographer's dream. 

 
 

Overnight: Sossus Dune Lodge   

Namibia Wildlife Resorts launched the first lodge in the Namib-Naukluft Park, the Sossus Dune Lodge, in June 2007. 

Built in an environmentally sensitive manner, primarily from wood, canvas and thatch, in an attractive 'afro-village' 

style, Sossus Dune Lodge offers guests an evocative and life changing experience. Situated within the park, guests 

benefit from being able to reach Sossusvlei before sunrise, and stay until after sunset, and on their return after an 

exhilarating day, relax in the tranquillity and splendor of the Namib Desert, under the spectacular African sky. Sossus 

Dune Lodge offers professional guided tours, fully unleashing the beauty and biological diversity of the desert 

environment to visitors, and offers the best beds in the desert. 

 
 

Basis 

Bed & Breakfast 
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Day 10:  Rostock Ritz Desert Lodge, Solitaire   
 

 
 

Optional 
Namib Sky Balloon Safaris 
 
Photography opportunities include: 
Landscapes  
Wildlife 
Aerial 

 

Namib Sky Balloon Safaris 

Situated in the heart of the Namib Naukluft Park, Sossusvlei, one of the most fascinating landscapes in Namibia, is a 

photographer’s dream. Gigantic orange dunes, dramatic shadows, undulating plains and rocky mountains create a 

magical kaleidoscope of colours and shapes.  

 
 

Overnight: Rostock Ritz Desert Lodge   
The Rostock Ritz Desert Lodge, located on a 12,000-hectare property on the edge of the Namib Desert, consists of 

unique, semi-subterranean rock “igloos” aesthetically integrated with the natural surroundings. Accommodation 

consists of 16 fully equipped standard double rooms and 3 suites with views over the desert. Aside from lying by the 

pool and enjoying the spectacular view, optional activities include hiking to the natural springs in the Gaub and Ubib 

canyons, 4 hour 4 x 4 drives to the rock art cave paintings or simply enjoying a 2 hour sundowner drive. 
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Basis 

Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

 

Day 11-12:  Namib Guesthouse, Swakopmund   
 

 

Founded in 1892 as the main harbour for German South West Africa, Swakopmund is often described as being more 

German than Germany. Now a seaside resort, Swakopmund is the capital of the Skeleton Coast tourism area and has 

plenty to keep visitors happy. The quirky mix of German and Namibian influences, colonial-era buildings and the cool 

sea breeze make it very popular. While Windhoek is the official capital of the country, Swakopmund is the 

entertainment capital. 

 

Overnight: Namib Guesthouse   
Namib Guesthouse offers stylish and tranquil accommodation in Namibia's premiere holiday destination, 

Swakopmund. All the creature comforts of modern living, spacious and sunny rooms, scrumptious breakfasts, and 

warm hospitality are on offer. Each of the rooms are elegantly furnished; Flat-screen Television with DSTV channels, 

Tea / Coffee station, Wifi and a hairdryer. 

 
 

Basis 

Bed & Breakfast 
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Swakopmund Optional Activities: 
 
 

1. Scenic Flight – remote sky safari to the remote Himba People - (Full day cultural experience) 
Enjoy an early morning flight heading for Opuwo or Epupa Falls. A himba guide will accompany you on your village 
visit, explaining the Ovahimba traditions. The return flight will take you on a scenic route along the Skeleton Coast 
back to Swakopmund. An unforgettable day! 

* please note: The Part 2 (Northern) Namibia tour which flows on from our tour, includes Himbas at Sesfontein 
 

2. Scenic Flight – “Sossusvlei Scenic”, from $450pp, min. 4 passengers* 
A good alternative to the hot-air ballooning. Popular 2-hour scenic flight over the magnificent dunes of Sossusvlei and 
shipwrecks along the “Forbidden Coast”. 
 

3. Living Desert Adventure approx. $80pp 
An exciting educational tour that explores the local dunes between Swakopmund and Walvis Bay, and the abundance 
of life therein. In what seems like a desolate landscape of sand, we search for Peringuey’s adder, Fitzsimmon’s 
Burrowing Skink, Namib Web-footed Gecko, Namaqua Chameleon, Gray’s Lark and a plethora of other small desert 
adapted species. This tour is highly recommended and presents many interesting photo opportunities but is awesome 
even without a camera. 
 

4. Township Tour of Mondesa, approx. $60pp 
A shuttle bus will take you to Mondesa where you will be taken on a walking tour and experience township life. There 
you can try traditional African cuisine, visit local food markets, shebeens (traditional African bar) and a witch doctor.  
 
* Please note all prices above are approximate and should be used as a guide. Prices might fluctuate with exchange 
rates 
 

Photography opportunities include: 
Streetscapes 
Dunescapes 
People 
Coastal landscapes 
Sea life 
Macro wildlife 
Aerial 

 

 

Day 13:  End of Itinerary   
 

Basis 

Bed & Breakfast 
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Overview and Pricing 
 

 

Key 

B&B: Bed and Breakfast 

D, B&B: Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

 

Net rate per person sharing for individual guided photographic tour:  

 

With 6 participants:    AUD $8995   

Single room supplement:  AUD $850   

* book both 2019 North and South safaris and receive $500 discount off the total price 

 

Optional hot-air ballooning aerial photography over the dunes of Sossusvlei: 

Price per Person for Hot Air Ballooning at Sossusvlei  AUD$700  

 

INCLUDED: 

• Accommodation, Activities, Entrance Fees and Meals as per itinerary below   

• Tourism Levy 

• Aircon’d Vehicle: everyone will have a window seat  

• Qualified local Tour-Guide (an awesome one) 

• Bottled water on the transfers   

• Emergency evacuation insurance 
 

EXCLUDED: 

• International flights, domestic flights or any excess baggage 

• Optional activities as outlined itinerary 

• Personal expenses, phone calls, laundry, tips    

• Visa (if needed) 

 

Accommodation Destination Basis Duration 

Etango Ranch Guestfarm Windhoek D, B&B 1 Night 

Lapa Lange Game Lodge Kalahari Namibia D, B&B 2 Nights 

Klein-Aus Vista Desert Horse Inn Gondwana Collection 

Namibia 

Aus D, B&B 2 Nights 

Kanaan Na'an ku se Desert Retreat Tiras Mountains D, B&B 2 Nights 

Sossus Dune Lodge Sossusvlei B&B 2 Nights 

Rostock Ritz Desert Lodge Solitaire D, B&B 1 Night 

Namib Guesthouse Swakopmund B&B 2 Nights 

https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_27406
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_37212
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_24186
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_24186
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_46849
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_10515
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/8136_8542_37926
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