
 
Presents… 

*** All NEW 2014 itinerary *** 

 

The 2014 Namibia 
Photographic Tour is set to be 
bigger and better than ever 
with an itinerary that will 
have any photographer 
salivating.  

15 days of excitement, 
adventure, relaxation and 
photographic splendour 
awaits you in one of Africa’s 
most unique destinations.  

The all-new 2014 tour 
combines a variety of 
photographic styles including: 

  



Basic Overview of the Tour 
 

 

 

 

INCLUDED: 

 Accommodation, Activities and Meals as per 
itinerary below   

 Tourism Levy 
 Aircon’d Vehicle: everyone gets a window seat  
 Qualified local Tour-Guide  
 Bottled water on the transfers   
 Emergency evacuation insurance 

 

EXCLUDED: 

 International flights or domestic flights   
 Optional activities 
 Personal expenses, phone calls, laundry, tips    
 Excess Baggage 
 Visa (if needed) 

 



Day 1 – WINDHOEK – Capital City – March 18 

On arrival at Windhoek International airport, 
we are met by an English-speaking guide, 
who assists us to our tour vehicle. 

Short drive to Windhoek City Centre. 

Windhoek is the only proclaimed city in 
Namibia. It's also the administrative, 
legislative, and central base of the country. 
The Namibian capital is situated in the 
centre of the country and forms a major 
crossroads to the four ordinal directions. Its 
population, a meagre 230,000, comprises an impressive mix of Herero, Owambo, Damara, 
Kavango, Buster, Nama, San, Afrikaans, and German people all to-ing and fro-ing along streets 
with African and German names, lined with some decidedly German architecture. As a destination 
Windhoek cannot compete with the likes of Etosha or Sossusvlei, but the architecture, history, and 
quirky Afro-Germanic splicing make exploring one of the world's smallest capitals an enjoyable 
activity. 

http://www.natron.net/tour/casapiccolo/main.html Casa Piccola Guesthouse, described as small but 
smart, is the ideal place to start or end a trip in Namibia. It has everything you need and for anything else, 
there a shops just a short walk away. The guesthouse invites guests to experience elegance, 
tranquillity and style, situated within a 5 minute walk to Joes Beerhouse 
http://www.joesbeerhouse.com/ (Africa’s famous restaurant and Pub). Within the guesthouse is a 
beautiful garden, air-conditioned room, free wifi and a swimming pool. The friendly and hospitable 
staffs are fluent in English, Afrikaans and German, making the stay at the Casa Piccolo more 
comfortable. 

 

Facilities: Pool, Air Conditioning, Free wifi 

Driving time and distance: 45km – 45 
Minutes 

Activities: Arrive, relax, recharge, tour 
brief and refreshments at Joe’s Beerhouse 

Included: Bed & Breakfast at the 
Guesthouse  



Day 2– OKONJIMA – Up close and personal with the Cats – March 19 

www.okonjima.com/content/The_Main_Camp  - The lodge is 
home to The AfriCat Foundation, committed to the long-term 
conservation of Namibia's large carnivores, notably cheetahs 
and leopards. Within the Main Camp, guests can choose 
between ten en-suite Gardens rooms, beautifully designed with 
partial stone walled interior and decorated with wooden 
African art work, and ten en-suite View Rooms, either 
overlooking the bush or the waterhole and each with its own 
private veranda. 

Self-guided walking trails of up to 8 km, for those guests who 
want to spend some time alone in the solitude of the Okonjima 
wilderness. Identify some of the more than 250+ species in the 
area, including some of the Namibian endemics – Carp’s Black 
Tit, Hartlaub’s Francolin and the (Damara) Rock Runner. At the 
nocturnal hide visitors may view after-dinner 'Nightlife' such as 
porcupine, honey-badgers and caracal, amongst others. 
 
 

 

 

Facilities:  Pool, Secure Parking, Mosquito Nets, Coffee & Tea Station 

Driving time and distance: 370 km - +/- 5 hours 

Included:    Dinner, Bed, Breakfast and afternoon activity 

Photography opportunities may include: Landscape Photography & Wildlife Photography 
 
 
OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES:  
 
LARGE CARNIVORE TRACKING ON FOOT:   
Okonjima guests are invited to participate on foot in the radio-tracking of the rehabilitated Cheetahs, Wild 
Dogs or the Spotted Hyenas on the Tracking Trail within the 20 000ha / 200km2 rehabilitation nature reserves. 
 
LEOPARD VIEWING:   
Leopards are frequently seen, giving visitors an opportunity to observe these magnificent predators that 
are ‘radio-tracked’ from our game-viewing vehicles. The leopards roam freely and catch their own prey within 
the 20 000ha / 200km2 rehabilitation nature reserves.  
These cats however, are notoriously people-shy and sightings are not guaranteed. 
 
BUSHMAN TRAIL 
Experience a day in the life of a Bushman. It constitutes an easy walking trail and is highly informative. Guests 
get to learn about the art of making traditional artifacts and how the San adapt and survive in an unforgiving 
wilderness environment. Participation is welcomed!  
 
GAME DRIVE 
After dinner, guests are invited to join a guided, night-drive in the 20 000ha / 200km² private, nature reserves. 
 
Due to the specific nature of our rehabilitation project – all free roaming cats on OKONJIMA are 
radio-collared.  ALL cats that are part of AfriCat’s Welfare Project are NOT radio-collared. 

The illusive Caracal  



  

A nervous female leopard is on 
high alert as a gang of baboons 

pass through her territory 

The fastest animal on the planet stalks its prey 

Lit by the warmth of the afternoon 
sun, a cheetah uses an acacia tree 
to stretch 



 
Dinner time – an old cheetah salivates with excitement 



Day 3 – ETOSHA NATIONAL PARK – Wildlife Encounters – March 20 

* You have the option to take part in another activity at Okonjima this morning at your own 
account. Activities are roughly $55 per Person 
 

Continue to Namibia’s flagship game reserve, Etosha National Park and check in at Namutoni 
Camp or Onguma, which shares a border with Etosha (please note that Onguma Bush Camp does not take 
provisional bookings – once the group is confirmed, we will try to book Onguma. They require a rooming list when making a 
booking. – Both places are amazing!!! 

NAMUTONI CAMP http://www.nwr.com.na/namutoni_camp.html 

Namutoni is located in the eastern side of Etosha 
National Park. It centres on an old German Fort, 
overlooking the King Nehale waterhole. The Fort 
has been developed into the hub of activity, 
offering two restaurants, a relaxation lounge, a bar, 
crafts boutique, curio shop, jewellers and 
bookstore. 

The Fort area is for pedestrian access only, and an 
elevated decked walkway along the water-hole 
facing wall will provide opportunities for enjoying 
the surrounding scenery, wildlife and the 
spectacular sunsets. Accommodation is provided 
in comfortable double rooms or bush chalets. 

Facilities:   Pool, Waterhole, limited Cell phone reception, Air Conditioning 

Driving time and distance: 150 km 

Room Category:  Bush Chalets  

Included:    Dinner, Bed, Breakfast and Entrance Fees to Etosha  

OR 

ONGUMA BUSH CAMP www.onguma.com 

Onguma Bush Lodge, is full of character, oozing charm, and is in its own conservancy close to the eastern gate of 
Etosha. Onguma Bush Lodge has just six chalets, built of stone and thatch, set a reassuring distance from each other 
and appointed with subtle style and obvious comfort. The living area, which features a swimming pool, open-sided 
thatch-roofed dining area and lounge, is surrounded by a lush lawn and looks out over the private reserve towards the 
setting sun. 

Distance to Namutoni Gate: +/- 30 Min  

Facilities: Pool, Air conditioning, Cell phone reception  

Included: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the Camp, Entrance 
Fee Etosha  

Facilities: Pool, limited phone reception, Air Conditioning 

A Black-faced Impala buck stands his ground 



Included: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the Camp, Entrance Fee Etosha 

  

After a long drawn out battle with another bull Elephant, the victorious male enjoys an uninterrupted mud bath 



Day 4 – ETOSHA NATIONAL PARK – Wildlife continues – March 21 

The Etosha National Park is one of Africa’s great game parks. The Park, ‘the place of dry water’ is 
one of Africa’s best-known, parks and is regularly featured on television channels such as National 
Geographic, Animal Planet and Discovery. The reason for Etosha National Park’s popularity is the 
fact that you have an opportunity to see some of the 114 mammal species and approximately 340 
bird species congregating at waterholes in their natural environment, untroubled by man. The 
Etosha Pan, a vast 5,000 square km salt pan that dries out during summer, is an additional ‘must-be-
seen’ feature of the 22,270 square km park. Mammal species include lion, jackal, hyena, elephant, 
rhino, giraffe, zebra, springbok, kudu, eland, blue wildebeest and red hartebeest. Rare and / or 
endangered species include the white rhino, aardwolf and the black-faced impala. 

From desert to savannah to woodlands, Etosha's landscape is varied and jam-packed with wildlife. 
It's defining and, at 5000 square kilometres, its largest feature is the Etosha Pan which for most of the 
year is a bleak expanse of white; shimmering with mirages and the distant shapes of animals 
seeking the vital water found on the fringes of the pan. The many natural springs scattered 
throughout Etosha attract a cross section of African wildlife from the diminutive – and endemic – 
Damara Dik Dik to the magnificent elephant. Of the 114 mammal species found in the park, 
several are rare and endangered, such as the black rhino and black faced impala while big cats 
such as lion, cheetah and leopard are all present and on the hunt!   
 
OKAUKUEJO 3* www.nwr.com.na/okaukuejo_camp.html 
Okaukuejo Camp is a Namibia Wildlife Resorts Lodge, which is situated inside the Park.  
The main attraction of Okaukuejo Camp is its floodlit waterhole frequented by large numbers of 
animals. There is always something happening at the waterhole, although the hottest hours see 
fewest visitors to the waterhole. Throughout the night until dawn it is not uncommon to have black 
rhinoceros, elephant, and lion all drinking at the same time. 

The camp’s restaurant provides a selection of delicious dishes either on the buffet or a la carte. A 
range of alcoholic beverages and wines are also available. In addition to the restaurant, there is a 
bar, curio shop, and swimming pool. 

The camp offers a variety of lodging options. For the budget conscious traveller, forty double rooms 
offer comfortable environs with en-suite bathrooms, fridge, and tea station. Twenty-five “bush” 
chalets offer an additional lounge area. Thirty “waterhole” chalets have comfortable double 
rooms and are situated with better proximity to the waterhole. The five “premier” waterhole chalets 
are double story bungalows, each with two bedrooms and a balcony overlooking the waterhole. 
The two “family” chalets are self-catering units with two bedrooms, a kitchenette, and barbeque 
area. 

Facilities: Pool, Air conditioning, Cell phone reception 

Distance from Dolomite: 150km  

Included: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the Camp, Entrance Fee to Etosha 



  

A male Burchell’s Zebra turns on some cheeky charm 



Day 5 – ETOSHA NATIONAL PARK – The Wild West – March 22 

 
DOLOMITE CAMP 3*+ www.nwr.com.na/dolomite_camp.html 
Dolomite Camp is situated in western Etosha National Park, near the Dolomitepunt waterhole. It 
was the first camp built in this part of Etosha, opening up a section of the park previously not 
accessible to tourists. This region is unique in topography, vegetation, and wildlife. The western 
section now open to the public is approximately one-third of the total area of Etosha National Park. 
Not only is it scenic, but it is an area where previously endangered species like the black rhinoceros 
and black-faced impala have successfully bred. 

Dolomite Camp is an intimate camp, with the 
emphasis on a more exclusive experience and a 
focus on personal service. Dolomite Camp is 
unfenced, thus guests are not allowed to wander 
outdoors after dark but are escorted to and from 
rooms. 

 

 

 

 

Facilities at the camp include a reception area, guest 
lounge, fireside boma, laundry service, two restaurant 
areas, curio shop, swimming pool, and secure parking. 

 

Accommodation is in 
elevated, thatched en-suite 
chalets that are nestled 
amongst rocky dolomite 
outcrops. This makes for 
privacy and spectacular 
vistas. The twelve west-facing 
chalets offer single and 
double options. There are six 
east-facing units and two 
more east-facing deluxe 
chalets.  

 

Facilities: Pool, No cell phone reception or air conditioning available 

Driving time and distance from Damara Mopane: ca. 200km – 3, 5 hours 

Included: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the Camp, Entrance Fee Etosha, Himba Visit 

Photography opportunities may include: Landscape Photography & Wildlife Photography  

The stunning desert vista from Dolomite Rest Camp 

Infinity pool overlooking the plains of Etosha 

Dolomite Rest Camp - Etosha 



Day 6 – DAMARALAND – untamed, rugged beauty – March 23 

Our journey continues to Damaraland. Today we will visit a Himba Village enroute to Twyfelfontein. 

Five years ago part of a semi-nomadic Himba clan settled on the Farm Gelbingen. Although it was 
a difficult beginning since two worlds clashed with each other, they found a way to live together in 
harmony: the Himbas in their traditional way, and the farm owner in a European manner.  

They have settled and continue their lives as 
they know. The owners of the farm have an 
admirable mutual agreement with the 
Himba tribe by where tourist can visit, which 
they have appeared to really enjoy, they 
can sell their goods and crafts, they are 
given a food supply and allowed to stay 
free on the land. It is very easily accessible 
for visitors as it the Himba's huts are just 
metres away from the Lodge and a great 
way to get to know the Himbas and their 
culture hands on.   

 

The visit to Gelbingen Farm is an excellent opportunity to take stunning portraits of one the world’s 
best preserved ancient cultures. 

 

Himba children enjoying the photographic interaction 

Fascinated by photographs of themselves, Himba people quickly learn their way around a digital camera 



 

 

  Himba women are famous for covering themselves with otjize, a mixture of butter fat 
and ochre, offering skin protection from the harsh desert climate 

A young Himba child – tomorrow’s tribal leader 



 

TWYFLFONTEIN ROCK ART 

At Twyfelfontein (Doubtful Fountain) the San created 
the largest and most important rock art concentration 
to be found in Africa. The area has over 200 
sandstone blocks that contain over 2500 petro glyphs 
of different styles. Depending on who is giving the 
lecture, the artworks at Twyfelfontein are thought to 
date between 2000 and 10000 years. Engravings at 
Twyfelfontein include depictions of human and animal 
tracks, as well as full-bodied antelopes, eland, 
elephants, kudu, gemsbok, giraffes, lion, ostrich, 
penguin, rhinoceroses, seal and zebra.  

PETRIFIED FOREST 
At the Petrified Forest travellers can see the remains of trees that were washed to the site by a large 
river or a massive flood, approximately 280 million years ago. Additionally, small specimens of the 
welwitschia mirabilis and other plants which grow in the general vicinity can be seen.  

DAMARA MOPANE LODGE 3* or similar   http://www.gondwana-collection.com/?id=71 
Built in the wattle and daub style under Mopane trees and connected by a labyrinth of paths, the main building and 
chalets of the Damara Mopane Lodge look like an African village. The walls are adorned by copies of the rock 
engravings at Twyfelfontein. Each of the 60 chalets (with air conditioning) is located in a vegetable and herb garden 
surrounded by a low wall. The gardens supply fresh ingredients for the meals served at the Lodge. There is a 
swimming pool for chilling out and a viewing point for relishing sunsets. 

Facilities:   Pool, Air conditioning. Cell phone reception only at certain points of the Lodge 

Driving time and distance: 390 km, +/- 5 hrs 

Room Category:   Standard Room 

Included:    Dinner, Bed, Breakfast and Entrance Fee 

Please note:  Damara Mopane Lodge is currently on waitlist – we have booked Twyfelfontein Country Lodge as a 
back-up; both are equally lovely places to stay. 

TWYFELFONTEIN LODGE 3* http://www.twyfelfonteinlodge.com/ 
Twyfelfontein Lodge is located approx. five kilometres from the renowned historical site with some 
of the best specimens of rock engravings and paintings in Southern Africa. Twyfelfontein Lodge 
boasts 57 en-suite double rooms, restaurant, bar and sparkling swimming pool. In construction, 
utmost care was taken to reduce the visual impact on the environment and to blend into the 
mountainside with the use of thatch roofs, natural stone and paint colours toning in with the 
surrounding rock formations.  The guest rooms are semi-detached, and nestle into the foot of the 
sandstone rock. 

Facilities: Pool, Air conditioning, Cell phone reception 

Driving time and distance from Swakopmund: 270 km, +/- 3.5 – 4 hrs 

Included: Entrance Fee Twyfelfontein & Petrified Forest, Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the Lodge 

Photography opportunities may include: Landscape Photography, Portrait Photography, Macro 
Photography and Wildlife Photography 

Rock engravings at the UNESCO site of Twyfelfontein 



Day 7 - DRIVE TO SOSSUSVLEI to SWAKOPMUND – March 24 

Depart for the coastal town of Swakopmund 

Optional activity:  we can visit the seals at the Cape Cross seal reserve on the way to Swakopmund. Entrance fees are 
around $3.50 per person 

 

SWAKOPMUND 

Swakopmund is a popular seaside 
resort because of its old-world charm 
and relaxed atmosphere. 
Swakopmund exudes romance and 
history; a rich cultural melting pot of 
old and new. The town is an eclectic 
mixture of Bohemian and Bavarian, 
home to artists, hippies, strait-laced 
descendants of German settlers, 
stately Herero women in Victorian 
dress, and hard bitten miners, game 
rangers, safari operators and 
fishermen.  

 

This Laid back desert town hedged by desert and sea, is enhanced by lush green lawns, palm trees 
and carefully tended public gardens. Quaint architecture from a bygone era adds to the time-out-
of-place atmosphere of Swakopmund. Much of the distinct German colonial character has been 
preserved and today many of the town's old buildings house shops, offices, and other utility 
services. 

 

Driving time and distance from Sesriem: 370km, 4 - 5 hrs. 

You can either do some shopping or explore 
Swakopmund on foot. The museum offers an 
excellent insight to a variety of subjects – the 
contrasting life in the Namib Desert and the 
Atlantic Ocean; Namib flora; archaeological and 
entomological collections; mineral and mining 
displays; pioneer transport and a wonderful 
collection on the cultures of Namibia’s indigenous 
peoples. The museum is open daily (including 
Sunday) from 10h00 - 13h00 and from 14h00 - 
17h00.  

 

  

Swakopmund from the air 

 

German-style Woermannhaus of Swakopmund 



Our stay in Swakopmund 

NAMIB GUESTHOUSE 

http://www.namibguesthouse.com A Stylish and tranquil accommodation haven in Namibia's 
premiere holiday destination, Swakopmund. Elegantly furnished and spacious, all rooms have 
been thoughtfully designed to make the most of the exquisite views and the warm African sun. 

Surrounded by breath-taking beauty, Namib Guesthouse offers all the creature comforts of 
modern living, spacious and sunny rooms, scrumptious breakfasts, and warm hospitality. 

Conveniently located near the centre of Swakopmund, Namib Guesthouse is just a 10 minute stroll 
from popular restaurants, bistro’s, quaint shopping malls, beaches and the lovely Swakop River. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Quad-biking is an exciting way of exploring the dunes around Swakopmund 

 

Facilities: free Wi-Fi, TV, Cell phone reception, 

Included: Bed & Breakfast at the Guesthouse 

 

KID’S HAVEN WALVIS BAY 

MKP Photographic Tours in conjunction with Terra Nova Destination Management proudly support 
a place in Walvisbay called Kids Haven – they accommodate kids/babies which are “thrown 
away” (literally) by their mothers or kids that have been taken out of violent homes. In the past we 
have donated a gift box (educational games, sports equipment, toys etc) and are planning to 
organise an outing for the children as they are confined to the orphanage due to a lack of 
funding.  We often spend an afternoon hanging out with the kids which is a lot of fun. This is 
reflected in their huge smiles.   



Day 8 – DAY OF LEISURE IN SWAKOPMUND – shoot, rest or play – March 25 

Some highly recommended optional activities that are not included in the itinerary: 
 
Meet the locals on a Township Tour - $45 
includes pick up from hotel 
Mondesa, like other townships, was 
created in the 1950's by the apartheid 
regime to segregate people according to 
the colour of their skin. Even though 
apartheid became a policy of the past 
when Namibia gained her independence 
in 1990, Mondesa still houses approximately 
17 000 people. The tour to Mondesa is a 
chance to break away from the German 
architecture, Atlantic Ocean and palm 
trees characteristic of Swakopmund and to 
see some of Namibia's many faces. 
   

 

Living Desert Tour – $70 per Person 
includes pick up from Hotel 
A half day trip exploring the dunes 
between Swakopmund & Walvis 
Bay. Explore the Namib Desert 
and discover the many wonders 
of the oldest desert in the world. 
The tour starts from Swakopmund 
where you will be collected from 
your accommodation.  
You travel across the Swakop 
River towards the local dune belt 
between Walvis Bay & 
Swakopmund, which is about  
30kms long and 5kms wide and 

supports an impressive wealth of fauna and flora. Plenty of time is available for frequent stops to 
take photos of the dunes and the surrounding environment. Enjoy a stop on top of the dunes 
overlooking spectacular scenery. 
 
Catamaran Cruise – $80 per Person includes pick up and return transfer to Walvisbay 

The Catamaran will take you 
on a scenic and informative 
trip through the harbour and 
across to Pelican Point. Along 
the way schools of dolphins will 
escort and play alongside the 
boats. Witness the large seal 
colony off Pelican Point and 
watch out as some large male 
seals join you on your boat for 
some entertainment. This coastline is home to some 100,000 Cape Fur 
Seals and the colony at Pelican point has been known to reach 20,000. 
To round off the trip you will be spoilt with fresh Walvis Bay oysters, snacks, 
and cold sparkling wine served on board the boat.  

Namaqua Chameleon commonly seen on a Living Desert Tour 

The locals of Mondesa 



Day 9 – DRIVE TO SOSSUSVLEI – The Land of Sand & Beauty – March 26 

SOSSUS DUNE LODGE 4* www.nwr.com.na/sossus_dune_lodge.html 

Sossus Dune Lodge is located in the Namib-Naukluft Park, an ecologically unique area sandwiched 
between two deserts, the Namib in the west and the Kalahari in the east. The lodge was built in an 
environmentally sensitive manner, and the structures are loosely modelled on the traditional 
Ovambo structures, built using a wooden frame with thatch roof and canvas sides. 

Sossus Dune Lodge is the first 
(and currently only) lodge to be 
built in Namib-Naukluft National 
Park giving us exclusive first light 
access to the dunes. The main 
buildings are on raised wooden 
decks with a reception, large 
open-plan restaurant, and 
lounge/bar areas with large 
sliding doors. At the swimming 
pool there are a few lazy-
loungers where you can relax 
after an exciting morning of 
photography. 

 

Twenty-three desert chalets with two beds and 
two Honeymoon suites comprise the 
accommodation. Each chalet has a large en-
suite bathroom with hot shower, double basin, 
and flush toilet. The rooms are equipped with 
brightly-colored mosquito nets, solar powered 
lights, and fans. Every room is furnished with 
leather and dark wood furniture and suede 
loungers. The chalets have glass fronts which 
give onto fantastic views over the surrounding 
desert and allow for air-flow to cool the chalets. 

The lodge has a restaurant, bar, souvenir shop, and swimming pool. Breakfast is served on a buffet, 
while dinner is served from a set menu with two choices of main course. There are both indoor and 
outdoor dining options. 

Facilities: Pool, Fans – no air conditioning, Cell phone reception 

Driving time and distance from Aus: 354km – 5 hours 

Included: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the Lodge, Entrance Fee to Sossusvlei 

Photography possibilities may include: Landscape & Panoramic Photography, Wildlife Photography, 
Macro Photography including macro wildlife.  



  
Namibia’s famous Dune 45 

 



Day 10 – SOSSUSVLEI – fun in the dunes continues – March 27 

Departure from Sossus Dune Lodge before Sunrise to watch the sun come up from Dune 45, 
Namibia’s most famous sand dune. 

SOSSUSVLEI  

The visit to Sossusvlei and Dead Vlei ensures every opportunity to photograph what must be the 
greatest scenery in all of Africa. The Sossusvlei is an enormous clay pan, flanked by the famous red 
sand dunes that stand out starkly against the blue sky. These dunes have developed over millions of 
years, the wind continuously transforming the contours of this red sand sea. The sand dunes of 
Sossusvlei in the Namib Desert are often referred to as the highest dunes in the world. 

We stop at the foot of one of the dunes and you are invited to climb to the upper ridge of one of 
the dunes. After passing the 2x4 parking area, the real 4x4 driving begins, through the thick dune 
sand. We then take a walk into the dramatically scenic “Dead Vlei”. The 'vlei' itself only fills after 
rare heavy rainfall when, in a complete turn-around, it becomes a spectacular turquoise lake.  

"Big Daddy", one of the world's tallest dunes, can be climbed for incredible views of Dead Vlei 
below and the entire area for miles. Aside from the spectacular scenery and geological 
fascinations at Sossusvlei and Sesriem Canyon, the area is ideal for observing some of the dune life 
for which the Namib is so well known. Geologists believe that this magnificent desert, that covers 
most of the Namib Naukluft National Park, is the oldest desert in the world. The older the dune the 
brighter the colour from slow iron oxidisation and a zillion tiny fragments of garnets. These dunes 
refract spectacular colours with the changing light and turn from burnt orange through reds to 
deepest mauve. 

Overnight at Sossus Dune Lodge 

Included: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the Lodge, Entrance Fee to Sossusvlei + 4x4 shuttle, Sossusvlei 
Excursion with own guide 

Photographic possibilities may include: Landscape & Panoramic Photography, Wildlife 
Photography, Star Trail Photography, Macro Photography including macro wildlife. 

 

 
  



  Etched by once flowing water, the earth mirrors the 700 year-old Camel Thorn trees of Dead Vlei 



Day 11 – KLEIN AUS VISTA – Home of the Namib Desert Horses – March 28 

KLEIN AUS VISTA:  DESERT HORSE INN 3* http://www.gondwana-collection.com/?id=72 

Located in the Aus Mountains, close to the area where the wild Namib Desert Horses can be seen, 
at 1,400 metres above sea level, Desert Horse Inn affords grand vistas of mountain scenery and 
sweeping desert plains. It consists of 24 spacious and tastefully decorated en suite rooms. Relax 
with sundowners on the wooden deck before enjoying a 3-course meal in the restaurant. 
Exchange travel experiences and recommendations at the evocative Wild Horse Bar or at the 
cosy fireplace in the lounge. 

 

Afternoon viewing of 
the wild Namib 
Desert Horses that 
have adapted to the 
arid desert climate 
and are the only 
documented herd of 
feral horses on the 
African continent. 
They are wild horses 
in their truest form. 

 

 

 

 

 

Facilities: Air conditioning, Cell phone reception 

Driving time and distance from Mesosaurus Fossil Camp: 220km km – 3 hours 

Included: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the Inn,  

Photo opportunities may include: Landscape Photography, Wildlife Photography, Post Production 

 

  

Two wild Namib Desert stallions discuss leadership 

 

Feral and free – the wild Namib Desert Horse run through the dry river bed 



Day 12 – KOLMANSKOP – The Ghost Town – March 29 

Very early departure from Klein Aus Vista (an early entry permit allows for exclusive photographic 
access at first light)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just inland from the coastal township of Luderitz is the ghost town of Kolmanskop (Coleman’s Hill).  
This once thriving diamond town is now covered in sand. A town that once boasted furniture 
factories, hospitals, shops, public swimming pool and four skittle alleys is nowadays the home to 
peeling paint, broken windows and silent streets buried by shifting sands, replacing the remarkable 
champagne lifestyle and bustling atmosphere of yesteryear. This location is a photographer’s 
paradise. 
 

 
 
The desert sand 
consumes the once 
prosperous diamond 
mining community 
 
 
The historical site of 
Kolmanskop was 
featured in the 2011 
film Samsara 
 

 

 

 

Overnight at Desert Horse Inn – Klein Aus Vista 

Included: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast at the Inn, Early Entrance Permit Kolmanskop 

Photography opportunities may include: Landscape Photography, Architectural Photography, 
Macro Photography, HDR Photography 

Overview of the Kolmanskop in thick fog 

 



Day 13 – KALAHARI – March 30 

 

After Breakfast you check-out and make your way south. 

With a variety of habitats including moist broad-leafed woodland, dry savannah thornveld, and 
semi-arid duneveld, the Namibian Kalahari supports an astonishing diversity of flora and fauna in 
one of the most sparsely populated places in the inhabited world. Private game farms the size of 
small countries have high concentrations of wildlife and birdlife. 

 

The Kalahari with its green acacias and yellow grass 
on the red sand dunes which extend over hundreds 
of kilometres provide a beautiful vista to behold. 
100 km² in size and situated 30 km north-east of 
Mariental, the Gondwana Kalahari Park is 
unforgettable with the largest continuous stretch of 
sand on earth. Here you can see animals like 
Springbok, Gemsbok and Ostrich as well as Jackal, 
Hare and Porcupine which inhabit the dunes and 
dune valleys. 

 

 

BAGATELLE KALAHARI RANCH 4*+ www.bagatelle-kalahari-gameranch.com/ 

Bagatelle Lodge consists of ten luxury chalets of two styles: four cabins raised on stilts on 
top of the dunes and six eco-huts with straw walls 60cm deep. All are air conditioned and 
have en suite bathrooms, the cabins having the advantage of a bath in addition to the 
standard shower.  The living area is open and inviting with a lounge and reading room, a 
walk-in wine cellar and convivial bar; the dining area opens onto the grand vista and the 
whole lodge looks out over a waterhole and the grass-covered, acacia-studded, wildlife-
speckled Kalahari dunes that lie beyond. 

The Bagatelle has kept its game farm roots and has a menagerie of habituated wildlife 
included four cheetahs protected in conjunction with Cheetah Conservation Fund; the 
Kalahari supports a variety of hardy species of wildlife including giraffe, gemsbok, 
springbok and ostrich. 

 

Facilities: Pool, Air conditioning, Cell phone reception 

Driving time and distance: 483 km – 6 hours 

Room Category: Stroh bale chalets, Dune Chalets, Garden Court 

Meals included: Dinner, Bed & Breakfast, Entrance fees 

The iconic Camel Thorn 
Tree with Weaver bird nest 
on sunset 



 

 

Day 14– GOCHEGANAS – March 31 

Gocheganas – R&R (Relaxation and Rhinos) 

After breakfast you will travel back towards Windhoek and check in at Goche Ganas 

 

GOCHE GANAS 4*+ http://www.gocheganas.com   

Situated a mere 29 kilometres south east from Windhoek on a hilltop overlooking a spectacular 
landscape, GOCHEGANAS is a luxury lodge offering a unique combination of Wildlife, Nature and 
Wellness experiences. With 25 different wildlife species located on a 6000 hectare Nature Reserve, 
game drives and walking activities are welcomed as an enriching experience. Wellness facilities 
and treatments of a world class standard ensure a renewal of mind, body and spirit. 

The architecture and decor of all buildings at GocheGanas incorporates local arts and crafts in 
celebration of the culture of Namibia. They offer 16 totally private chalets under thatched roof with 
uninterrupted and spectacular views over the surrounding Reserve. The luxurious accommodation 
consists of a Crown Suite and 15 Elegant Suites. 

Facilities: Pool, Air conditioning, Cell phone reception 

Driving time and distance: 243 km – 2.5 - 3 hours 

Room Category: Elegant Chalets 

Meals included: Dinner, Bed and Breakfast 

 

 

Day 15 – DEPARTURE – April 1 

 

Breakfast at the Goche Ganas Lodge. Depending on flight times, departure for airport and check 
in for flight home. 

Driving time and distance from Windhoek airport: 74 km – 1 hour 

  



 

  

Derelict buildings of Kolmanskop Ghost Town on sunrise 

 

Capturing first light as it warms the buildings 

 



 

 

 

  

A common sighting 
as a lone Oryx 
wanders the dunes 
of Sossusvlei  

 

A camera-shy 
male Ostrich 
retreats into 
the red desert 
dunes 

 

The colourful 
dusk sky of 
Sossusvlei 
provides a 
magnificent 
opportunity 
for landscape 
photography 

 



  

Star trail capture over 1.5hrs 

 



 
Giraffe of Etosha 



 

A well-fed lion cub yawns in the morning sun after a long night of hunting lessons 

Co-parenting mischievous jackal cubs can be an ongoing battle 


